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Caption: Pulaski County Library Board Chair Jill H. Sandidge (right) and Dot M.
Ogburn, Library Director (left) present a check for $88,726.20 to the Community
Foundation of the New River Valley Executive Director Andy Morikawa (center) to
establish the “Pulaski County Library Fund” to aid the Library system in developing a
library building/special projects fund. The “seed money” for this Fund was a bequeath
from the Winfield Smith Estate in 1999/2000.

Pulaski County Library Fund Established!

Pulaski County Public Library System received a generous donation in 1999/2000
from the estate of Winfield S. Smith. Mr. Smith was the son of Dr. Richard Smith, a
local physician in Pulaski County many years ago and his first wife. Winfield Smith
spent his teen years in Pulaski and frequented the Library often. He met Mrs. Grace
Carnahan, the Librarian and Director of the Pulaski County Library and under Mrs.
Carnahan’s tutelage, he became a great lover of books and a voracious reader. He felt
Mrs. Carnahan” saved his life” by encouraging him to read and sharing her enthusiasm
for books. Professor Smith attributed being well informed and successful to being able to
read and having books available throughout one’s life at the public library. Professor
Smith remembered the Pulaski County Library System and several other libraries in his
will.

Upon receiving the generous donation, the then members of the Pulaski County
Library Board of Trustees voted to use these funds toward establishing a library building
fund. In November 2005, the current Library Board of Trustees approved an agreement
for the establishment of the “Pulaski County Library System Fund” with the Community
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Foundation of the New River Valley. The Foundation Board of Directors approved the
agreement in December 2005. As of January 2006, there is now a “Pulaski County
Library Fund” to which library patrons and other interested citizens may make donations
in honor of a particular person or group, in memory of someone special or as a bequeath
from one’s estate for the Library System and any special projects or programs that the
Library may have.

The Community Foundation of the NRV is a publicly-supported, tax-exempt
philanthropic organization. The Foundation administers funds established by donors for
the long term. It makes grants from these funds to various non-profit community
organizations. Community Foundations nationwide are the fastest growing groups of
charitable organizations due to the diminishing federal, state and local assistance for their
agencies serving the communities. The Community Foundation—NRYV was founded in
1994 as a non-profit (501 (c) (3) organization that enhances the quality of life in the New
River Valley. It has an all-volunteer board, representative of all areas of the New River
Valley managing the Foundation and giving grants to community organizations. For
more information on the Foundation go online at www.cfnrv.org or call 540-381-8999.




